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BACKGROUND: Papanicolaou (Pap smear) test 
detects pre-cancerous changes on the cervix. 
Reduced incidence of cervical cancer among 
Australian women by 33% in 12 years after 
introduction. 
 
Australian guidelines: ‘All women with a cervix who 
have ever had sex are at risk of cervical cancer’ 
 
International research shows lesbian women are 
less likely than heterosexual peers to attend for 
routine Pap smear test. 
RQ1. Have rates of 
screening among LBQ 
women changed (2002 – 
2012, N = 4083)? 
 
72% screened < 3 yrs ago 
28% overdue for screening 
 
No significant variation in ever or 
never screened 
RQ2. How do rates among 
LBQ women compare to 
general NSW population 
(2010, N=768)? 
 
3yr participation rate LBQ 
women aged 20-69yrs = 77%  
3yr participation rate gen pop 
aged 20-69yrs = 70% 
 
Thank you to ACON Health for continued practical and financial support and all the women that have continued to support SWASH by completing surveys. Information on the SWASH survey and copies of reports available from Julie.MooneySomers@sydney.edu.au  
RQ3. What characteristics 
make LBQ women more 
likely to ever attend for 
screening (2012, N = 657)? 
 
Ever having had STI test (OR 3.34; 
CI 2.05–5.43) 
Being ‘out’ to a regular GP vs not 
having a regular GP (OR 2.47, 95% CI 
1.44–4.24)  
Ever having had sex with men 
(OR 2.29; 95% CI 1.41–3.72) 
Education post Year 12 (OR 1.85, 
95% CI 1.11–3.10) 
Increasing age (odds ratio (OR) 1.13 per 
1-year increase, 95% CI 1.09–1.17) 
CONCERNING NEWS: 16-17% never had pap 
smear + rates unchanged over past decade + 2.3 
x less likely if never had sex with men 
 
Perception that LBQ not at risk of cervical 
cancer? NO! LBQ knowledge is very high  
ACTION: Focus messaging on practice not identity. 
 
CONCERNING NEWS: 3.4 x less likely if never 
had STI test  
 
Sexual & reproductive health not part of consult 
for sig proportion of LBQ women  
ACTION: Promote Pap smear test as regular health 
and wellbeing check-up not as sexual or 
reproductive health. 
 
INTERESTING NEWS: 2.5 x more likely if out to 
a regular doctor vs no regular doctor  
 
Women developing relationship with GP, seeking 
test; Doctors creating safe and welcoming 
environments -> reducing fear of discrimination  
ACTION: What can GPs do to create culturally 
supportive and safe environment? 
Women who haven’t had 
sex with men 
ANALYSIS: Pooled data from SWASH 2002-2012, 
a self-complete biennial questionnaire of lesbian, 
bisexual and queer (LBQ) women’s health and 
wellbeing.  
  
Data limited to lesbian, bisexual, or queer 
identifying women residents of NSW, aged 18+ (N = 
4083). 
 
AIM: Investigate Pap smear testing rates among 
LBQ women in Sydney. 
 
GOOD NEWS: Similar proportions of LBQ 
women screening vs. general NSW population 
Aust. picture very different to disparity in rates seen 
in US and UK. 
